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In the claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

I (currently amended) A system for providing a feedback signal in a | 
telecommunications network, comprising: 

a plurality of bus control modules, each having a p lurality of cards coupled 
thereto by a bus and operable to control the operation of the cards on the bus, and each further 
operable to receive feedback information from the cards c oupled thereto and to generate a 
feedback sipnal based on the feedback information received; 

a lower level distribution module coupled to the bus control modules, the lower 
level distribution module operable to receive the feedback signal and to insert feedback 
information for the lower level distribution module into the feedback signal; and 

a timing generator coupled to the lower level distribution module, the timing 
generator operable to receive the feedback signal and to provide the feedback signal to a 
controller for response. 



2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1, further comprising an intermediate level distribution 
module coupled to the lower level distribution module and to the timing generator, the 
intermediate level distribution module operable to receive the feedback signal and to insert 
feedback information for the intermediate level distribution module into the feedback signal. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 3, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames, the intermediate level distribution module operable to insert the feedback information 
into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 
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5 (Original) The system of Claim 3, further comprising an upper level distribution 
module coupled to the intennediate level distribution module and to the timmg genemtor the 
upper level distribution module operable to receive the feedback signal and to msert feedback 
information for the upper level distribution module into the feedback signal. 

6 (Original) The system of Claim 5, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames, the upper level distribution module operable to insert the feedback information into a 
specified frame of the feedback signal. 

7 (Original) The system of Claim 1, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames, each bus control module operable to insert feedback information for the bus control 
module into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 

8 (Original) The system of Claim I, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames, the lower level distribution module operable to insert the feedback mformauon mto a 
specified frame of the feedback signal. 

9. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , the feedback signal comprising an alarm signal. 

10 . (c M emly L ^dedl_A method for providing a feedback signal in a 

telecommunications network, comprising: 

generating a feedback signal with a plurality of bus control modules based on 
informatio n ^ the bus control modules from cards on busses controlled by the 

bus control modules ; 

~~ priding the feedback signal from the plurality of bus control modules to alower 

level distribution module, 

inserting feedback information for the lower level distribution module mto the 

feedback signal; and 
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providing the feedback signal from the lower level distribution module to a 

controller. 

11. (Original) Hie method of Claim 10, further comprising responding to the feedback 
signal with the controller. 

12 (Original) TtonahodofCto^ 

from the lower level distribution module to an intermediate level distribution module and 
inserting feedback information for the intermediate level distnbution module into the feedback 

signal. 

13 (Original) The method of Claim 12, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames, the intermediate level distribution module corresponding to a specified frame, inserting 
the feedback information into the feedback signal comprising inserting the feedback information 
into the specified frame of the feedback signal. 

14 (Original) The method of Claim 12, further comprising providing the feedback signal 
from the intermediate level distribution module to an upper level distribution module and 
inserting feedback information for the upper level distribution module into the feedback signal. 

15 (Original) The method of Claim 14, the feedback signal comprising a plurality of 
frames the upper level distribution module corresponding to a specified frame, inserting the 
feedback information into the feedback signal comprising inserting the feedback information into 
the specified frame of the feedback signal. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 14, further comprising providing the feedback signal 
from the upper level distribution module to the controller. 
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signal with the bus control modules comprntng «• ^• S6d 

signal at the corresponding bus control module. 

the lo^er .eve. ««— ^\^^^^<««*°**> 
feedback -formation into the feedback stgnal compnsmg raserung the 

the specified frame of the feedback signal. 

A method for priding a feedback signal in a — «— 

ligninl each of a p.uralitv of module, to a — * *° *— 

modif^^spccifiedframcwimuteassi^module. 



frame. 



21 (Original) The method of Claim 19, further compmmg: 

providing the modified feedback signal to a timing generate* and 
responding tothe modified feedback signal with the tinung generator. 

^(Original) Th ^ rf *^ ( «^^ taflC,,ri 

modules and distribution modules. 
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